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October 7, 1999

BY FACSIMILE

The Honorable Raymond L. Bramucci
Assistant Secretary

Employment and Training Administration
Department of Labor

200 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Mr. Bramucci:

This letter follows up on my letter of August 3, 1999, and the joint September 30th
hearing entitled “Grant Waivers: H.R. 2376 and Streamlining the Process.” The Subcommittees
on Government Management, Information, and Technology and National Economic Growth,
Natural Resources and Regulatory Affairs request you to comment specifically on each of the
following possible ways to streamline agency processes for waiver requests by the States under
Federal grant programs. Please indicate whether you support or do not support each suggestion,
providing the specific reasons for your agency’s position.

1. Requiring quarterly publication by each Federal grantmaking agency of all waiver
activity, including the action taken (i.., approvals, partial approvals and disapprovals)
and the processing time.

2. Establishing a standard deadline (e.g., 120 days as provided in Executive Order 13132)
for a Federal agency’s review of and action on a State’s request for a waiver under a
capped grant program.

3. Establishing a standard deadline for a Federal agency’s review of and action on a State’s
request for a waiver under an open-ended entitlement program.

4. Synchronizing the time periods for approved waivers (e.g., approval for a 5-year period
with 3-year renewal options).

S. Providing a governmentwide standard application form for States to request a waiver
under a capped grant program.

6. Standardizing governmentwide agency processing procedures for capped grant programs

7 Standardizing governmentwide agency processing procedures for open-ended entitlement
programs.

8. Allowing State certification of compliance with certain statutory requirements (e.g.,

maintenance of effort, matching funds, set-asides, earmarks, and cost caps) under a



capped grant program.

9. Requiring streamlined processing for a waiver request by a State if the request is similar
to an already-approved waiver request from another State under a capped grant program.

10.  Providing broad flexibility to waive many statutory requirements (such as in the
Education Flexibility Partnership Act of 1999, P.L. 106-25) for all capped grant programs
awarded to States.

11.  Specifying standard provisions to ensure budget neutrality for the open-ended entitlement
programs and other programs, including a multiple-year analysis of costs.

We would also appreciate your advice on specific language to accomplish suggestion 11
above.

Your response should be delivered to the National Economic Growth, Natural Resources
. and Regulatory Affairs Subcommittee majority staff in B-377 Rayburn House Office Building
and the minority staff in B-350A Rayburn House Office Building not later than noon on Monday,

October 18, 1999. If you have any questions about this request, please contact Professional Staff
Member Barbara Kahlow at 226-3058.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Gl N Wl _

David M. McIntosh

Chairman

Subcommittee on National Economic Growth,
Natural Resources and Regulatory Affairs

cc: The Honorable Dan Burton
The Honorable Stephen Homn
The Honorable Dennis Kucinich
The Honorable Jim Tumer



